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First of all I would like to thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of Think Pink Europe. For a very
specific reason. Think Pink Europe is the umbrella organisation that unites 35 breast cancer charities from
almost every European country. We feel that the day to day experiences of breast cancer patients are very
often not included into the political debate. So it’s important to give a voice to all these women and men
who live with the disease every day. They have an important position to teach us what can be done better to
improve health care and equality of care in Europe.
So thank you for taking this initiative, thank you for this opportunity.

During a couple minutes I would like you to focus on one mind opener.

If we look at the figures of survival rates for breast cancer, we see huge differences. Between countries and
between regions within the EU. These differences in survival rates after 5 years are sometimes up to 30%.
So it depends very much on where you live, where you are threated if you will survive breast cancer and how.
This huge difference is unacceptable. I hear you thinking now that this is all about budget, about how
much a country can invest in health care. You are right for 50%. And this is something we can not solve in just
a couple years of economic evolution. But that means also that the other 50% of the problem is not about
money, it is not about the budget that is spend on health care.
I would like you to focus on this aspect. On this 50% of the problem that we can change together. To explain
in lives, we talk about 15,000 women that should not die of breast cancer in the EU this year. We talk about
15,000 women every year.
We believe that two aspects are crucial for this:

1. Exchanging best practices and helping them integrate in local policies
For instance working in a hospital as a breast clinic with a multidisciplinary team, as Dr Rubio has just
explained.
A team that consists of all the care takers involved, who discuss and decide together about all the
aspects of the treatment. Studies have learned that this working method means a difference of up to
12% in survival rate. While some countries have been successful during 15 years of improving their
methods, other countries are still working the old fashioned way. Let’s set up more programmes and
collaborations to exchange these best practices. Organisations like ESO are already doing a great
job. Also the EU has made some great programmes on this. But we need to accelerate now and be
much more specific with a dedicated programme on this. We must stimulate member states to
integrate these best practises into their national policy.

A second aspect I want to highlight:

2. Assure for every member state the same complete access to the best medicines and
treatments that are available.
Although we realise that it’s up to every individual member state to decide on their policy on this,
we believe that a European initiative on equal access within the EU could have a huge impact.

Do we ask too much of the pharma industry if they want to have access to the European market, to
commit to deliver to everybody within the EU?
As we have been successful on a European scale with consumer rights, why can’t we develop the
same path for patient rights? Easier said then done, we do understand. But I think it is also
unacceptable that some medication or treatments are not or much later available in always the
same member states. This is also closing the gap, this is all about equality.

Dear members of parliament. Let’s focus on what we can solve in the next years. The EU has achieved some
great things during my life. But I want to see the next level in the near future. And I personally believe there is
a momentum in the next year. Covid-19 situation is leading us to the importance of collaboration and
exchanging best practises a lot quicker.



So there is a message in every crisis. And we are much stronger together in fighting huge health care issues
such as this virus, but also such as beating cancer.

With 1 in 9 European women confronted with breast cancer during their lifetime, it feels as if we have been
in a pandemic situation for the last generation. Let’s try to make the difference together, so that this is not
the case for the next generation.
Thank you!


